
Treasure Maps for Insects
Some plants need insects to take pollen from one flower to the next so they can make seeds.

Some insects need nectar from the flowers to eat. But, how do insects know where to 

find the nectar? You can try this experiment to find out.

Materials
• paper in different solid colors (red, blue, green, yellow and white)

• colored markers, pencils or crayons • scissors • measuring cup

• cotton balls or facial tissues • bowl • 1/2 cup sugar & 1/2 cup water

1. Cut shapes like flowers from the colored and the white paper, making 2 or more flowers 

of each color. Each flower should be between two and three inches wide.

2. On one of each different color flower, draw lines or dots that lead to the center.

Leave the other flowers plain.

3. In the bowl, mix the sugar and water. Soak the cotton balls in the sugar water.

Place the sugary cotton balls in the middle of the flowers.

4. Set the flowers outside in a sunny area where you can see them.

5. Check every 5–10 minutes to see what insects visit which flowers.

What color attracts them the most? Which pattern of lines, dots 

or rings attracts the most insects? Try this experiment with other shapes 

like triangles or squares. Do the insects behave the same way?

cattails

E N D Alphabet Walk
Can you find things in nature that begin with each letter of the alphabet,

starting with the letter “A”? Use sight, sound, smell and touch.
How many can you find?  Example: See an Ant. Hear a Buzzing noise.

Smell of Carrion (dead animal). Feel something Damp.
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Food Chain Maze
Look for two different food chains:

—algae, snail, newt, turtle

—algae, snail, turtle
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