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Research Interests and Activities: 
My primary interest is in the efficient and effective management of white-tailed deer numbers using 
focused controlled hunting. The ultimate goal is to protect the structure and function of forested 
ecosystems and to minimize conflicts between deer and humans. Important issues in deer population 
management are the education of hunters and landowners as to the roles they play in deer population 
management. It is important for hunters to understand and embrace the notion that they are providing 
an important ecosystem service through annual herd reductions. With hunter numbers declining, it is 
very important that the hunting effort be focused on the female component of the deer herd. In the 
future, all hunters must look beyond the recreational aspect of hunting and truly understand and 
embrace the role they play as managers of a very important and often controversial animal. On the 



other hand, landowners hold the key (literally) to accessing the deer resource. Landowners need to be 
better informed and convinced as to the important role they play in habitat and forest ecosystem 
protection. The future of successful deer population management will rely on strong bonds formed 
between highly skilled, compassionate and knowledgeable hunters coupled with enlightened 
landowners where both groups embrace the common goal of resource and habitat protection. The 
challenge for future deer managers is to cultivate and help forge this important and necessary 
cooperation. 
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