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EAST FISHKILL - "l never 
thought the winter would be as diffi­
cult as this," said East Fishkill Town 
Supervisor John Hickman recently. 
WIth snow falling every week since 
the Dec. 26 blizzard, municipalities 
have bad to keep an eye on their 
soow budgds. 

"The highway guys are doing a 
great job," stated Hickman. 

At the end of 2010, the town "still 
bad money left in the budget, , said 
Hicbnan The money that was left 
goes back into the highway general 
fund, said the supetVisor. 

The overtime for snow removal, 
which is a separate budget line, bad 
$20,000 left, said Hickman. Snow 
materials bad $86,000 left. 

'That December storm was big 
enough that Dutchess County Office 
of Emergency Management asked 
bow much it cost," remarked 
Hickman 

For 2011 winter season Mark 
Pozniak, part-time comptroUer for 
the town and of the Red Hook 
accOlmting firm D'Achille & 

"Hwe're 50 percent spent, we' re in 
good shape. be said 

'The big savings appears to be in 
the materials line,.. said Pomiak . 

The Cary Instib* of Ecosystem 
Studies ~leascd its findings last 
December regmding the human and 
environmental impacts of road salt 
use during the winter months. The 
Institute, which is located in 
Millbrook. held up the Town of East 
Fishkill as an example, because it has 
recouped $243,810 in salt savings 
during its fust year of using retrofit­
ted road salt truclcs. 

"I 1hink so much of the savings 
(comes from) the computers on the 
salt trucks," said Hickman. 

Hickman said. $700,000 bas been 
budgeted for 2011 for materiaJs, such 

m&aiala, we're 
• . KegnlO 

~ are 16 subcontractors the 
town;bires, according to town offi­
cials. The budget includes $250,000 
for subcontractors. Hickman said 
approximately $170,000 has been 
used. 

There are 194 miles of roads the 
town is responsible fOT plowing and 
clearing of snow, said Hickman. 

Last year the town board approved 
taking out a budget note as a cushion, 
said Hickman, which leaves the town 
in "good shape." Last year there was 
a highway surplus but "brush piclrup 
ate up most ofthat," said the supervi­
sor. 

Hickman said when he and 
Pomiak W'OI:k.ed on numbers for 2011 
budget for snow removal they looked 
at the "actual" numbers from the past 
three years, ''trying to estimate what 
the expenses were going to be. 

' 'We'U be very happy when spring 
is here, .. said the supervisor. 
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